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Virtual International workshop

Congo Basin Forest Monitoring For Sustainable Management

National surveillance systems, thematic studies and data access

Central African Republic

Virtual Seminar Dates:
Monday, July 12,2021; 15h00 - 17h15 (Kinshasa Time = GMT + 1) | 10h00 - 12h15 (EST = GMT - 4)
Tuesday, July 13, 2021; 15h00 - 17h00 (Kinshasa Time = GMT + 1) | 10h00 - 12h00 (EST = GMT - 4)

Zoom registration link (to participate in the sessions): https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register /tZ0kdO2rpzkvGdUkwKBe4AXcWRUp7RKY0QiWF
Each presentation will last a maximum of 10 minutes and questions will be asked directly online. After each session, the presenters will answer
questions from the participants.




CONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES OF THE WORKSHOP

After the Amazon, the Congo Basin with just over 250 million hectares is the second largest tropical forest in the world and contains 70% of Africa's forests.
According to a World Bank study, the “forests of the Congo Basin are home to around 30 million people and provide the means of substance to more than
75 million people from around 150 ethnic groups who rely on local natural resources for their needs food and nutrition, health and subsistence ”. The
forests of the Congo Basin are rich in flora and fauna and sequester more than 25% of the carbon in the world's tropical forests.

Like other tropical forest basins, that of the Congo is subject to anthropogenic and climatic constraints which cause deforestation, degradation and loss of
biodiversity.

For a sustainable management of this "green lung" which plays a big role in the regulation of the world climate and the conservation of biodiversity, it is
necessary to ensure its monitoring to know its state and provide relevant information for decision-making. .

In collaboration with NASA, START International (www.start.org), the Satellite Observatory of the Forests of Central Africa (OSFAC) will organize a virtual
workshop of two (02) days on Monday and Tuesday 12-13 July 2021.

The general theme of the workshop is "Monitoring the forests of the Congo Basin for sustainable management: National monitoring systems, thematic
studies and access to data". There will be the participation of experts representing governmental and international institutions, academic and research
structures, NGOs, organizations providing geospatial data, etc.

This workshop, which is supported by NASA, will serve to reinforce the commitment of the Global Observation for Forest and Land Cover Dynamics (GOFC-
GOLD) which is a coordinated international program aimed at providing continuous spatial and in situ observations of the Earth's surface for support the
sustainable management of land resources at different scales. (https://gofcgold.umd.edu/).

Below is the agenda of the international virtual workshop.
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