Introduction of Workshop Presenters and Participants
(please add your country if not listed, short biosketch and picture)

Dr. Garik Gutman, the Program Manager for the NASA
Land-Cover/Land-Use Change (LCLUC) Program, received his Ph.D. in
Climate Modeling. In later 1980’s he was a National Research Council of
the National Academy of Sciences Fellow at National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Since 1990, Dr. Gutman worked as
NOAA civil servant for about 10 years applying remote sensing in studies
of Earth's land surface vegetation, for which he received the U.S.
Department of Commerce Bronze Medal Award. He is author of over 80
publications in peer-reviewed scientific journals and of several chapters in
various climate- and land-cover related scientific volumes.

Dr. Gutman has been playing a key role in developing and co-leading international regional
initiatives, for which he received the NASA Cooperative External Achievement Award. These
initiatives included the Large-Scale Biosphere Atmosphere Experiment in Amazonia (LBA), the
Northern Eurasia Earth Science Partnership Initiative (NEESPI), and the South/Southeast Asia
Research Initiative (SARI). His international activities included organization of regional
workshops and trainings, attended by hundreds of local scientists and students, in almost every
country of the SARI region. Dr. Gutman has been a lead or co-editor on several books on
LCLUC-climate interactions in Northern Eurasia published by Springer (the Eurasian Arctic,
Siberia, Eastern Europe, and Central Asia) as well as lead or co-editor on special issues in
peer-reviewed journals. He serves as Editorial Board member in two open access MDPI
journals: Remote Sensing and Land.
Over the last two decades Dr. Gutman has been leading the LCLUC program at NASA
Headquarters as well as Landsat-related activities. He served as EO-1 Program Scientist to the
end of the mission and is now Program Scientist for Landsat and Terra missions. Dr. Gutman
has fostered multi-sensor land imaging methods fusing data from different sensors throughout
the electromagnetic range and with different resolutions. To provide the land community with
long-term time series from Landsat before its data became freely available, Dr. Gutman co-led
the development of the NASA-USGS Global Land Survey (GLS)-2005 and -2010 30-m mosaic
datasets and, more recently, in collaboration with GSFC, the Harmonized Landsat-Sentinel
(HLS) reflectance dataset. Dr. Gutman’s current research interests include the use of remote
sensing at moderate to very high spatial resolution (1-5 m) for detecting changes in land cover
and land use, and analyzing the impacts of these changes on climate, environment and society.

Dr. Krishna Vadrevu is a Remote Sensing Scientist at NASA
Marshall Space Flight Center, Huntsville, Alabama, and an
Adjunct Associate Professor at the University of Maryland College
Park. He also serves as the Deputy Program Manager for the
NASA Land Cover/Land Use Change (LCLUC) Program
(www.lcluc.umd.edu) and program lead for South/Southeast Asia
Research Initiative (SARI), a regional program
(www.sari.umd.edu). Dr. Vadrevu also serves as a regional
network coordinator for the Global Observations of Forests and
Land Use Dynamics (GOFC-GOLD), an international forum focusing on exchanging information
on Earth observations, coordinating satellite observations, and providing a framework for and
advocacy to establish long-term monitoring systems (www.gofcgold.org).
Dr. Vadrevu received his Ph.D. in 2000 while working at the National Remote Sensing
Center, Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO). He served as PI and Co-I on diverse
projects funded by multiple agencies. He worked as a postdoctoral researcher and research
scientist at the Ohio State University for nine years and as an Associate Research Professor at
the University of Maryland College Park, the USA, for seven years. His research focuses on
remote sensing of land use/cover changes, mapping and monitoring fires, greenhouse gas
emissions, land-atmospheric interactions, agroecosystems, and ecosystem sustainability. He
promotes the use of various Earth Observations and interdisciplinary approaches to address
environmental issues and societal challenges.

Prof. Chris Justice received his Ph.D. from the
University of Reading, United Kingdom, in 1977. In
2001 he became a Professor and Research Director of
Geography at the University of Maryland, and in 2010,
became the Department Chair (to the renamed
Department of Geographical Sciences). Dr. Justice is a
Program Scientist for NASA's Land Cover Land Use
Change (LCLUC) Program. He is the Land Discipline
Leader for the NASA Moderate Imaging
Spectroradiometer (MODIS) and the Soumi-NPP VIIRS Science Team and is responsible for the
MODIS Fire Product. He is the Chair of the international GOFC/GOLD Program. Dr. Justice is
co-chair of the GEOGLAM Initiative and Chief Scientist for NASA HARVEST. Dr. Justice's
current research is on land cover and land use change, land observations and data products,
global agricultural monitoring, and their associated information technology and decision support
systems.

South Central and Eastern European Regional Information
Network (SCERIN) Coordinators

Jana Albrechtová, is a Professor at Charles University (CU), Faculty of
Science in Prague, Czech Republic, Department of Experimental Plant
Biology. Her research focuses on plant ecophysiological studies employing
plant anatomy, physiology, spectroscopy with emphasis given to
multidisciplinary approaches. Long-term, she has been studying the
monitoring of the physiological status of vegetation using remote sensing
methods. She collaborates with GOFC-GOLD and START, being a European
leader of SCERIN (South, Central and Eastern Regional Network)
https://www.scerin.eu/

Lucie Kupková, is an Associate professor at Charles University Prague,
Faculty of Science, a head of the Department of Applied Geoinformatics
and Cartography. She is focused mainly on landscape change
evaluation, vegetation classification/change detection and health status
evaluation using different types of optical remote sensing data (including
data from UAV), image and laboratory spectroscopy. She is coordinator
of SCERIN (The South, Central and East European Regional Information
Network) of the Global Observation of Forest and Land Cover Dynamics
(GOFC-GOLD), a member of Steering Committee of International Geographical Union,
Commission on Land Use and Land Cover Change, and a member of Eurosite Remote Sensing
Support Group for conservation practitioners.

Petya Campbell, is an Associate Research Professor at University of
Maryland Baltimore County and at NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center,
Greenbelt, MD, USA. She is the GOFC-GOLD South Central and Eastern
European Network (SCERIN) US Coordinator. Dr. Campbell’s research
combines forest ecology and silviculture with remote sensing, using the
tools of reflectance and fluorescence spectroscopy. Her experience
includes collaborative interdisciplinary research and networking. She is
interested in monitoring vegetation function and detection of vegetation
stress, using consistent measurements from field, UAS, airborne and
satellite spectrometers.
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Vince Ambrosia, is Adjunct Faculty / Sr. Research Scientist at
California State University-Monterey Bay (CSUMB) and at NASA-Ames
Research Center, Moffett Field, California, USA. He is the GOFC-GOLD
Mediterranean Regional Information Network (MedRIN) US Coordinator.
Vince’s Earth Observations efforts include serving as the Associate
Program Manager for Wildland Fire within the NASA Applied Science
Program, Science Mission Directorate, NASA HQ. His research interests
include improved observation capabilities to inform wildfire decision /
management objectives, working with state, national, and international
communities on wildfire EO integration into operational use. These
efforts include orbital and sub-orbital (manned and UAS) platform sensor systems and decision
support / geospatial analysis tools.

Prof. Diofantos G. Hadjimitsis is a Full Professor at the Department of
Civil Engineering and Geomatics, Faculty of Engineering and Technology
of the Cyprus University of Technology and the Managing Director of the
Eratosthenes Centre of Excellence-Cyprus University of Technology. He
was the former Vice-Rector of Academic Affairs of the Cyprus University of
Technology. He is the Vice President of the ‘The Cyprus Agency of Quality
Assurance and Accreditation in Higher Education’ board. He is also the
Head and founder of the Remote Sensing & Geo-Environment Lab.
Diofantos received his PhD and MPhil degrees in Remote Sensing from
the Department of Civil Engineering, University of Surrey U.K. Diofantos is
the coordinator of the ‘Excelsior’ Horizon Teaming2020 project ‘ERATOSTHENES: EXcellence
Research Centre for Earth SurveiLlance and Space-Based MonItoring Of the EnviRonment’
(www.excelsior2020.eu & www.eratosthenes.org.cy). He has more than 400 publications in
journals, conference proceedings, and chapters in books and monographs in the field of remote
sensing and GIS. His research has focused on remote sensing and GIS applications in
environmental monitoring. He participated as a coordinator or partner in more than 100 funded
projects from H2020, FP7, LIFE+, ERASMUS, Structural Funds, ESA, Cyprus Research
Promotion Foundation etc. He is a member of the editorial boards of several journals such as
‘MDPI Remote Sensing’, ‘MDPI Heritage’ Journals, ‘Open Geosciences’ Journal. Diofantos is
the first term co-leader of the NASA LCLUC Mediterranean Regional Information Network
(MedRIN).

Prof. Ioannis Gitas is Director of the Laboratory of Forest Management
and Remote Sensing and the Chairman of the Aristotle University Forest
Administration and Management Fund. Ioannis, an elected fellow of the
Cambridge Philosophical Society, received his PhD and MPhil degrees in
GIS and Remote Sensing from the Department of Geography, Cambridge
University U.K. His research has focused on remote sensing and GIS
applications in environmental monitoring. He is the author or co-author of
more than 220 papers in peer-reviewed journals and international
conferences. Prof. Gitas is an Associate Editor of MDPI Remote Sensing,
MDPI Earth and PeerJ journals and has edited special issues for a
number of high impact factor journals. Ioannis is currently the Chair of the
EARSeL SIG on Forest Fires, the FAO Forest Resources Assessment – Remote Sensing
Survey contact point for Greece, a member of the GOFC-GOLD Fire Implementation Team, a
member of GEO’s GWIS, and the first term co-leader of the NASA LCLUC Mediterranean
Regional Information Network (MedRIN).

Invited Agenda Speakers
Prof. Nikolaos G. Papaioannou studied at the
Veterinary School of the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki. Then he started the PhD thesis, which
he supported in 1991.
In 1995 he was elected lecturer at the laboratory of
Pathology of the Department of Veterinary Medicine.
In 2012 he was elected professor of first grade. From
2013 to today, he is the Director of the Laboratory of
pathology, while from 2017 until 31st August 2019,
Chairman of the Department of Veterinary Medicine and Deputy Dean of the School of Health
Sciences. From 1 st of September 2019 he is the Rector of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki.
He has been trained in the laboratories of pathology of the veterinary schools of Zurich, Utrecht
and Wisconsin of the United States of America. His educational work is related to the subject of
pathology, while his scientific-research work focuses on histopathological and
immunohistopathological study of disease lesions with emphasis on neuropathology, particularly
dealing with the study of the pathogenicity of cognitive dysfunction and tumor pathogenesis.
Prof. Papaioannou is a project coordinator in several Greek and international competitive
research programs, as well as he has published numerous scientific publications in
distinguished international scientific journals.

Prof. George Zalidis is a graduate of the Department of Agriculture at
the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, with a doctorate degree from the
Department of Soil Science and a post-doctoral degree from the
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at Michigan State
University. He is the Director of the Laboratory of ''Remote Sensing,
Spectroscopy and Geographic Information Systems '', and a Professor
of Pollution and Soil Degradation in the Department of Agriculture at
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. He is also the Director of the
Interbalkan Environment Center (i-BEC) since 2007. His research
interests focus on issues such as the use of Earth Observation (EO)
Data to produce corresponding EO services in the GEO Social Benefits Areas and Sustainable
Development Goals, implemented with the standardized GEO compatible methodologies
globally, regionally and locally. His EO research activity includes the use of spectral data in
monitoring Agricultural and Natural ecosystems, using NEXUS approach for their management
and restoration. In addition, his research interest covers the sector of circular economy, through
the development of carbon footprint protocols in primary production, composting, micro and
macro algal cultivation. He is an expert in quality assurance protocols in Academia, Research,
know-how transfer Organizations in all administrative positions served, nationally and
internationally, including higher education Quality Assurance Accreditation, a national
representative, and member of international committees and councils, and also affiliated
Professor in U.S. Universities.

Luca Montanarella Studied agricultural sciences at the University of
Perugia, Italy. Post-doctoral studies at the University of Leiden, The
Netherlands. Working since 1992 as scientific project manager in the
European Commission. Leading the Soil Data and Information Systems
activities of the Joint Research Centre in support to the EU Thematic
Strategy for Soil Protection and numerous other soil related policies, like
the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), the UNCCD, UNFCCC, CBD,
etc… Responsible of the European Soil Data Centre (ESDAC), the
European Soil Information System (EUSIS) and the European Soil Bureau
Network (ESBN).
In 2011 in charge of the establishment of the Global Soil Partnership (GSP) at FAO. 2012-2018
chairing the Intergovernmental Technical Panel on Soils (ITPS), 2016-2018 co-chairing the
Intergovernmental Platform for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) Land Degradation
and Restoration Assessment. Currently project portfolio leader for the JRC work programme
2021-27 on Soil Health.

Dr. Agnieszka Lukaszczyk is a Senior Director for European Affairs at
Planet. A Polish/American national, has worked at the European
Commission, Directorate General for Internal Market, Industry,
Entrepreneurship and SMEs, Space Data for Societal Challenges and
Growth Unit. She also worked at the Directorate General for Enterprise
and Industry, Space Policy and Research Unit. Before she joined the
Commission, Agnieszka was the Brussels Office Director for the Secure
World Foundation. In addition, she is the former Chairperson and the
former Executive Director of the Space Generation Advisory Council in
Support of the United Nations Programme on Space Applications.
Agnieszka also worked at the European Space Policy Institute as a
research fellow. Agnieszka serves as the Vice President - Europe for the World Space Week
And Sits on the Board Of Directors for the Women in Aerospace-Europe. She obtained a PhD in
Space Security at the Polish Univeristy of War Studies. She also holds a Master's degree from
the Warsaw School of Economics in Management of Space in New Economies and a Master's
degree from the American University School of International Service in International Politics plus
a Bachelor degree in Political Science from the University of Tennessee.
Dr. Jeffrey G Masek is a Research Scientist in the Biospheric Sciences
Laboratory at NASA GSFC. His research interests include satellite-based
monitoring forest dynamics, climate-change impacts on terrestrial
ecosystems, and remote sensing techniques. In 2015 he was appointed
Project Scientist for the Landsat-9 mission, and from 2001-2010 he served as
the Deputy Project Scientist for Landsat-8. He also served as Chief of the
Biospheric Sciences Lab from 2014-2019. Dr. Masek received a B.A. in
Geology from Haverford College (1989) and a Ph.D. in Geological Sciences
from Cornell University (1994), and has held previous research positions with
University of Maryland, Hughes Information Systems, and Cornell University.

Sergii Skakun received the M.S. degree (Hons.) in applied mathematics
from the Physics and Technology Institute, NTUU “Kyiv Polytechnic
Institute,” Kyiv, Ukraine, in 2004, and the Ph.D. degree in computer
science from the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, Kyiv, in 2005.
He is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Geographical Sciences
and College of Information Studies (iSchool), University of Maryland,
College Park, MD, USA, and a Research Scientist at Terrestrial
Information Systems Laboratory, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
(GSFC), Greenbelt, MD. His research interests are in advancing methods,
models and emerging technologies in the area of data science for
heterogeneous remote sensing data fusion, processing and analysis, and their applications to
the areas of societal benefit. Dr. Skakun is an Associate Editor of the Remote Sensing of
Environment.

Aaron Sparks is a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Idaho. Aaron
has a BSc, MSc, and PhD in Natural Resources, with an emphasis on fire
science and remote sensing. He has a diverse wildland fire background,
serving as a wildland firefighter for the U.S. Forest Service and fire
researcher at the Missoula Fire Sciences Lab and the University of Idaho.
Aaron’s research typically focuses on using geospatial analysis and
remote sensing to understand how fire and other disturbances affect
natural ecosystems.

Imen Bouhamed is a MSc student in Geo-information in
Environmental Management at the
Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Chania, Greece. She has a
Geo-resources and Environmental engineering degree from Sfax
National Engineering School, Tunisia, and has experience in
Environmental and Social Impact Assessment engineering for
municipalities projects. Research interests include: GIS applications
in natural resource management, satellite remote sensing, change
detection, and land cover / land use mapping.

Jesus San-Miguel-Ayanz is a senior researcher at the Joint
Research Centre of the European Commission in Ispra,
Italy. He received his PhD (1993) and MSc (1989) Wildland
Information Science from the Forestry Department at the
University of California-Berkeley, Berkeley, California,
U.S.A. and his Forest Engineering Degree (1987) from
Polytechnic University, Madrid, Spain. His research focuses
on the use of remote sensing and geographic information
systems in forestry and the development of early warning
and monitoring systems for wildfires. He leads the operation
and further development of the European Forest Fire Information System (EFFIS) in
pan-European region and the development of the Global Wildfire Information System (GWIS),
under the umbrella of the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and the EU Copernicus
Programs. He has a long record of scientific research and policy support publications, available
at: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/J_San-Miguel-Ayanz

Dr. Kyriacos Themistocleous is a Senior Researcher at the
Department of Civil Engineering and Geomatics of the Cyprus University
of Technology (CUT). He currently is the Technical Manager of the
H2020 Teaming EXCELSIOR for establishing a Centre of Excellence in
Earth Surveillance and Space-Based Monitoring of the Environment. He
has been appointed the director of External Affairs and Business
Development of the Eratosthenes Center of Excellence. His research
interests include remote sensing in aerial and satellite imaging, GIS,
spectroscopy, sustainable development, geophysics, BIM, life cycle cost,
cultural heritage, UAVs, urban areas and environmental sciences.
Currently, he has over 280 publications in peer-reviewed journals, book
chapters and conference proceedings with nearly 2,000 citations. He has participated as
chairman in several international conferences as well as reviewer and guest editor for several
scientific journals. He is the Organizer and Chair of the International Conference of Remote
Sensing and Geo-Information, (RSCy) from 2013 to 2020.
Dr. Themistocleous is President of the Cyprus Remote Sensing Society, member of the General
Council of Cyprus Scientific and Technical Chamber (ETEK) Executive Council Member of
ICOMOS Cyprus, and the International Society for Optics and Photonics (SPIE). He is the
Cyprus representative for the Copernicus User Forum, Copernicus Relay Network and
Copernicus Academy in Cyprus as well as member of the Leadership committee of the EU
Framework Partnership Agreement on Copernicus User Uptake. He is also a member of the
Parallel House of Representatives on Environment, Ecology-Sustainability and Health, member
of the Cyprus National Committee for Marine Spatial Planning and member of the National
Committee of the Environmental Impact Assessment of the Department of Environment.

